Baptist Building Display 


Published Since 1877 


This Bold Mission Thrust display will be in the Baptist Building lobby to remind 


visitors of the task ahead. ye 


January Bible Study 


Preview At MC, Nov. 22 


- 

The annua! January Bible Study 
preview is Nov. 22 at Mississippi Col- 
lege in Clinton. Roy Honeyeult of 
Southern Seminary will teach.the 
study for pastors entitled ‘“ dus: 
Called for Redemptive Mission ton 
Stewart of William Carey College in 
Hattiesburg will teach the y ible 
Study entitled ‘‘Find Your. in 


Special features of the preview 
which begins at 9:30 a.m., running till 5 
o'clock, include: a session on how. to 
promote the January Bible in 
the local church, to be led by ph 
Murray of the Sunday School Board: 
teaching procedures and techniques; 
and various displays. 

A buffet luncheon will be served at 


Chureh Administration 


& 


Stewart _ Heseycutt 
the college at a cost of $4, however 
Mississippi College is paying one-half 
of the meal). Your cost is $2. Reserva- 
tions are requested by Nov. 18 to Sun- 
day School Department, Box 530, 
Jackson, Miss. 39205. 


Banquet Opens Pastor, 
Staff, Deacon Retreat. 


The pastor ; deacon, church staff and 


wives, retreat at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church in Jackson is set for Dec. 2-3, 


Mediéal-Dental 


F ellowship 
Sets 2nd Meet 


Timothy Pennell, surgeon at Bow- 
man Gray School of medicine 
Winston-Salem, N. C., was elected 
president as the Baptist Medical- 
Dental Fellowship met at Winston- 
Salem for its first meeting Oct. 28-30. 
Joe Pipkin, a dentist from Orlando, 
Fla., was elected vice president, John 
McCall, physician from Memphis, 
Tenn.., is the acting executive director. 

The next annual meeting will be held 
in November 1978 in Jackson, Miss. 


beginning at 5 p.m. Friday Dec. 2. 

Purpose of the retreat is to aid these 
persons in skill development and 
equipping for ministry, plus offering a 
relaxed atmosphere for fellowship and 
sharing. 

The retreat, sponsored by the 
church  administration-pastoral 
ministries t of the conven- 
tion board, features Lambert Mims, 
public works commissioner for 
Mobile, Ala., Ray Martin, retired gov- 
ernment worker in Jackson, and 
Martha Nelson, homemaker and au- 
thor of several books with a Christian 
woman’s slant. 

Tom Larrimore, Jackson-based 
music evangelist will lead iiie music 
for the retreat. 

A banquet at 5:30 on Friday will 
begin the retreat at a cost of $3.50 per 
person. The evening session begins at 


6:30. Pre-registration is necessary, 


but the banquet is optional_Write for 
reservations to: Leon Emery, Box 530, 
Jackson, Miss. 39205. 
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RICHMOND( BP)—An av 
four persons a day must apply 
accepted for missionary appoifitr 
in 1978 if the urgent personnel ne 
Southern Baptists’ 89 mission 
are tobemet, a F : 


ary for missionary personnel, alc 
1,406 new missionaries have been! 
quested to reinforce, replace, ame 
begin new work on the Southern Bap 
tist mission fields. % 
Once again the top priority need 48 
for general evangelists, thé 
with pastors overseas, train church 
leaders, start mission points:and 
churches, and help established: 
churches grow. A total of 282 job re= 
quests are in this category, Cobbs said 
The 1977-78 personne! needs, submit- 
ted after annual meetings of mis 
sionaries in each country, also call f 


44 more theological education” 


teachers, 39 student or youth workers, 
36 doctors, 27 nurses and six dentists. ? 
Also urgently needed are i 
promotional workers, 19 5 
and eight elementary school teachers,” 
18 religious education workers, 12 ag- 
riculturalists, 10 mass communica- 
tions specialists, and nine pastors for. 
English-language churches, plus’ 
smaller numbers requested for other 
types of jobs. : 
These add up to 650 different job re- 
quests involving as many as 1,261” 
people. In addition there are 145 re- 
quests for missionary rng S 
program in which recent colleg 
graduates go overseas for two years.” 
Of the non requests, 39 
are specifically for single persons, 
Another 159-could be filled either by a 
couple or single person, but are 
counted as “‘couple” requests to arrive 
at a total number of missionaries 


on fae A : 


ATLANTA (BP) — For the first time 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board will have a language missions 
staffer who can in- 
terpret deaf culture 
to the hearing, says 
the board’s lan- 


guage missions di- 
rector, Oscar 
During the 


November Home 
Mission Board di- 
rectors meeting 


Webb 
here, Rodney Webb, 33, the son of deaf 
parents, was named assistant director 
of the language missions department, 
with responsibility for ministries with 
the deaf and other language groups. 


i bi des 
- 


Brotherhood Rally Packs House 


What are these men laughing at? They're laughing at the antics of the Ladies Washboard Band from Morrison Heights Baptist 
Church in Clinton. The man with the broadest laugh in the center of the picture at left is Jimmy Allen, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and teatured speaker for the Brotherhood Rally in Jackson where the band played. 


Board Adds Staff, Approves Disaster Relief 


Mississippi Baptists moved into dis- 
aster relief operation in a significant 
way this week when the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board authorized 
the purchase of a large tractor and 
trailer and funded the equipment to 
make it functional. 


The funds will come from recent 
State Missions Offerings that were so 
designated. 


The board also voted to add Hollis 

_of associational mis- 
Bryant,-director.of totiee, Oe 
staff and named 
as the director of 
at William Carey 


Bryant will be added to the staff of 
the Cooperative Missions Department 
on Dec. 1 as consultant for in-service 
guidance and rural church director. 
He replaces Therman Bryant, who 
died last July. The two Bryants were 

R. Raymond Lloyd, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Starkville, reported 
for the business advisory committee in 
recommending the purchase of the 
tractor and trailer. A used 1972 Chev- 
rolet tractor will be purchased for 
$3,200, which, it was , will put 
it in first-class shape. 40-foot mov- 
ing van to carry the equipment will be 
purchased for $3,000. In addition $5,000 
was authorized for equipping the van, 
$2,500 for equipping a four-wheel vehi- 


x 


cle already owned, and $500 for train- 
ing disaster workers. The four-wheel 
drive vehicle was to have been used at 


disaster relief funds 


ebb Joins 


DAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1977 


The list covers career missionaries, 
missionary associates, special project 
medical workers, and-jougneymien, 
but does not include the hundreds of 
short-term V@lunteers expected to go 
overseas under Southern Baptists’ 
new Mission Service Corps and other 
volunteer programs. 


Cobbs noted that the requests this 
year show an increase of 76 over the 
1,330 sought for 1976-77. But thus far, 


Brotherhood’s B 
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Needs. 1,406 


issionaries 


only 228 of these earlier requests have 
been filled. 

The range of opportunities this year 
is wider than ever, Cobbs pointed out. 
Although two-thirds of the jobs require 
formal training, other re- 
quests seek persons to fill such varied 
positions as book store or business 
managers, secretaries and bookkeep- 
ers, publications workers, agricul- 
turalists or veterinarians, and social 
wi . 


Bryant-Elected 
Fo-MBGB Staff 


HT Ty) : q 

Hollis Bryant hai elected to the 
Staff of the Wssion Baptist Conven- 
tion Board. He will serve as consultant in 
the ive Missions Department in. 
Charge of in service guidance, and rural 
church ministry. 


Focus 


Will Be On Ministry 


‘I think that the Brotherhood’s 
i project in Bajd Mission Thrust 
is Focus on Ministry,” said Norman 


' Godfrey, member of the Brotherhood 
Commission staff: ~~ 


Fecus on Ministry is a convention- 

uit Brotherhood project to identify 

meet the needs of people. It chal- 

lenges churches to look at mission 
fields in theif own communities. 

Associational Guidebook for 

Focus on Ministry states that Focus on 


The Brotherhood Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention is 
‘Suggesting that two surveys be made 
in order to pinpoint where mission 
ministries are needed. 

First, associations are to survey 
agencies and-institutions. The’ infor- 


Spo Se eso 


Staff 


Webb, coordinator of language work 
for the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
and an appointed home missionary, 
will assume the position on Jan. 1, 1978. 
Before joining the Mississippi Conven- 
tion in 1975, he was a Home Mission 
Board missionary to the deaf in north- 
east United States for six years. 

A Florida native, Webb is a graduate 
of Carson-Newman College and holds 
a master of divinity degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He and Suzanne Chaffin 
Webb have three children. 

Romo noted that although the lan- 
guage missions department has a na- 
tional consultant for ministries with 
the deaf, Carter Bearden who is deaf, 
the difference will be that Webb can 
identify with the hearing culture, as 
well as with the deaf culture. : 

“‘Webb, who can hear, has grown up 
in the culture of deafness and because 
of this he is able to add both dimen- 
sions to the work,"’ Romo added. 

Webb also will give emphasis to 
cross-cultural outreach for churches 
and provide a closer emphasis and re- 
lationship to work among Arabs. He 
will serve as a language missions ad- 
ministrative liaison with the western 
states. 

Romo said there are about 650 deaf 
chureh groups within the Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) — including 
14 separate deaf congregations, one 
Southern Baptist church building 
Managed and owned by the deaf, and 
two deaf churches that cooperate with 
the SBC — totalling nearly 4,000 deaf 
persons attending an SBC church on a 
given Sunday. 


staff members. 


Mel Craft, pastor of Tylertown Bap- 
tist Church, Tylertown, reported for 


the Pastoral Aid and Building Aid , 


. The board authorized pas- 

aid in the amount of $7,200 for six 

~ $1,200 each. They are at the 

Mission at Bolivar Associa- 

tion; Bexley in George Association; 

Union in Pearl River Association; and 

Bett, New Hope, and Sarah in Tate 
County. 


mation sought will be primarily in the 
county seat town. Members of the mis- 
sions committee or Brotherhood 
committee will arrange for interviews 
with directors of various agencies and 


institutions to determine the type of A 


vide resource materials for Bold Mis- 


ee Tprvet. 

me Baptist Men’s Handbook for 
».1977-78 suggests 17 practical projects 
ist Men’s groups can do in Bold 
jons 


needs known among people in the... 
county (as illiterated or school drop-. Golden Gate 


outs or prisoners.) 
Second, the churches are to conduct 


‘Adds World 


community surveys. The people in the... 


community who need a special minis-i 


try and who may be reached through;; 
the witnessing relationship must be 
found. Names and addresses of indi- 
viduals must be discovered. When, 
these people and their needs are: 


Brotherhood and Woman's Missio- 
nary Union are closely cooperating in 
many projects, in an effort to reach the 
people of this land for Christ by 1980 
and to carry the Gospel message to all 
the world by the year 2000. 

“The fact that they are cooperating 
so well is probably as bold as anythi: 
either ageney has ever ddne;”’ sail 

One joint pro developed by the 
Brotherhood Coatibtesten and Wo- 

man’s Missionary Union, SBC, is Mis- 
sions Night Out. This is aimed primar- 
ily at church members who are not 
regularly involved in Brotherhood or 
WML. It is for the entire family. Any 
size church can sponsor it. 

The Brotherhood Commission and 
WMU jointly produced a Missions 
Night Out Resource Booklet, which is 
available from Baptist book stores. 

This booklet suggests such projects 
as a dinner theater, many family mis- 
sion projects, a world hunger dinner, a 
missions pray-a-thon, several inter- 
faith witness projects, a study of the 
biblical basis of missions, plans for a 
missions vacation trip for families or 
church groups. There are also plans 
for a musical Missions Night Out prog- 
ram, a missions olympics, a missions 
fair, and numerous missions meals. 

The Brotherhood Commission, SBC, 
is committed to helping communicate 
Southern Baptist plans for Bold Mis- 
sion Thrust. World Mission Journal, a 
Brotherhood publication, printed a 
special issue in October introducing 
Bold Mission Thrust and its goals. 

A four-page special edition of World 
Mission Journal is now being distri- 
buted to more than 250,000 Baptists. It 
is the first of three such special edi- ° 
tions throughout the next year. Addi- 
tional special editions will be pub- 
lished in February and in June, 1978. 

The first issue, because of the em- 
phasis on foreign missions in De- 
cember, focuses on opportunities for 
long-term (one to two-year) volunteer 
missions service gverseas. The Feb- 
ruary edition will focus on long-term 
volunteer opportunities in home mis- 
sions, and the June issue will em- 
phasize the involvement of laymen in 
every area of life. 

Other mission magazines of the 
Brotherhood Commission, will pro- 


Unig in Pearl River, Troy in Pon- 
totec, Providence in Rankin, Bethel 
and Salem in Smith, and Bluff Springs 
in Webster. 

., Hayes Callicutt reported that $30,000 
had been expanded from the new 
church fund to establish a 
mission at Florence. This expenditure 
purchased the site, and a mobil chapel 


is being used: 3 
Brooks Wester, pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church, , and chair- 


man of the Gulfshore construction 


committee, ted that the ad- 
ministration building and living quar- 
ters will be and furnished in 
a few weeks. Convention Board 
authorized $465,000 for completion of 


° ° ° 

ssions Chair 

‘MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP)—The 
“Baker Cauthen Chair of World Mis- 
sions will be a featured part of the 
‘newly approved World Mission Center 
at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, according to William M. 


Pinson Jr., seminary president. 
In recent action, the seminary 


es 


‘ Foreign Mission Board of the Southern 


Home Mission Board an state 
Baptist conventions of the west de- 
veloping our missions emphasis, and 
the Baker James Cauthen Chair of 
World Missions will be ane means of 
implementing the foreign mission as- 
pect of the center, " he said. 

Concerning the seminary’s decision, 
Bill Self, president of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board, said, ‘‘Such a visionary 
move is worthy of Dr. Cauthen and of 
the seminary and is in keeping with the 
new boldness in the missions that has 
gripped Southern Baptists” through 
the denomination’s Bold Mission 
Thrust. 

Francis DuBose, professor of mis- 
sions at the seminary; said, ‘‘For 
Southerh Baptists, the name Baker 
James Cauthen means missions. The 
seminary itself is in a mission setting, 
one aspect of which is numerous 
ethnic, religious and national groups 
in the area.”’ 

W. Morgan Patterson, dean of 
academic affairs at Golden Gate, indi- 
cated that the Baker James Cauthen 
Chair of World Missions was one part 
of an extensive program for expanding 
even more the missions emphasis of 
the seminary. 

“Through a faculty and student body 
and in a setting international in scope, 
we intend to increase education and 
research programs for missionaries, 
mission volunteers, and church lead- 
ers in keeping with the Bold Mission 
Thrust of Southern Baptists,” he said. 


State 
Missions 


Margaret Lackey State Mission 
Offering income for Jan. 1 - Nov. 


14, is $203,764.45. Goal for the year 
is $275,000. 


such projects as renovating the staff 
dormitories, taking care of additional 
harbor work, building a tennis court 
and other recreation courts such as 
handball and racketball, landscaping, 
landfill, building a new fence, and in- 
stalling some new sewer pipe. If a suit 
that has been filed in regard to the 
burning of the old um is set- °° 
will be cut in 


The formal opening of Gulfshore will 
be May 5 with James L. Sullivan, re- 
tired ident of the Sunday School 

and former Southern Baptist 

Convention president as speaker. 
members were rec- 
. Gene Triggs, 
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Editorials 


Bold Witnessing... 


John Set The Example 


The central concept of Bold Mission 
Thrust is witnessing. We can find a 
pattern for boldness and for witnes- 


sing in the Baptist. Surely John 
was bold, for he was the first witness to 
confirm the ministry of Christ. And his 


method of witnessing establishes a 
pattern that cannot be improved — 
‘‘Behold the Lamb of God.” 


A bit later he said, ‘And I have seen 
and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.” 


No doubt it took some amount of 
courage to stand in the face of the re- 
ligious delegation from Jerusalem 
that was sent out to determine who he 
was. At that point he was the lone 
herald of the fact that the ministry of 
Christ was about to begin. 


It even took some amount of courage 
on the part of John to resist letting the 
priestly interrogators make him into 
something he was not. Harking back to 
the closing verses of the Old Tes- 


tament, they were looking for Elijah. 

Then John had begun to experience 
some kind of a following on his own, 
but he did not hesitate to begin to dis- 
mantle his own group when his efforts 
at witnessing led in that direction. He 
turned to his own disciple, Andrew, 
and declared, “Behold the Lamb of 
God.” Andrew thereupon became a 
follower of Christ and thus began a 
parade of disciples that has not ended 
to this day. 

So John’s witness was as effective as 
it was bold and his simple directive 
was, ‘Behold the Lamb of God.”’ 

Mississippi Baptists, with this 
week’s convention, are moving into 
the full stride of Bold Mission Thrust. 
If our mission is to be accomplished, 
we must approach it with boldness. No 
halfway measures are going to work if 
we are going to move very far in the 
direction of accomplishing the goals 
that have been placed before us. 

There is no reason for a lack of bold- 
ness. If we believe in the Lord we rep- 


Bold Mission Thrust. .’. 


resent in our testimony, we certainly 
must understand that He is able and 
willing to sustain us in our efforts. 

Yet how many multiplied millions of 
Christians in Mississippi and all over 
the world go about their business day 
after day, year after year, without a 
word of testimony concerning the 
Lamb of God. Many people are born, 
make professions of faith, live their 
lives, and die without ever providing a 
meaningful testimony as to their faith 
in Christ. 

Bold Mission Thrust is a call to 
change that pattern of life. John gave 
us the reason for changing such a pat- 
tern when he said, “‘He who believes in 


the Son has eternal life; but he who _ 


does not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

Surely we owe our neighbors an op- 
portunity to fihd that eternal life. 

Bold witnessing is one of the three 
factors of Bold Mission Thrust along 
with bold commiting and bold teach- 
ing. 


Failure Not An Option 


Admiration is due the West German 
government for its recent dealing in a 
forthright and courageous manner 
with a group of terrorists who had 
hijacked a German airplane. The 
same is true for the Israeli govern- 
ment in freeing hostages being held in 
Uganda. 

People of deviant purposes more 
and more are trying to force their wills 
on the mainstream of humanity, which 
is trying to maintain a normal lifestyle 
and go about its business in a responsi- 
ble and respectable-manner. 

These terrorists come with a variety 


of causes tg challenge therm, and for 
the most pa: think of them as being 
overseas . But not all are. 


The Muslims took over several 


buildings in W: , D.C., several 
months ago are to be recalled. Of more 
recent note is the group that invaded 
the NBC building in New York re- 
cently because an interview with 
Anita Bryant for the Today show was 
being taped there. Because of the 


threats and repression that she has 

known for several months, Miss 

Bryant was fearful of a live inter- 

view on the program, and it was 
instead 


These terrorists don’t want rights. 
They want unrestricted freedom. They 
want license to do anything their 
warped viewpoints would lead them 
to. No matter that the remainder of us 
don't have that sort of license and don’t 
want it, such completely unrestricted 
way of life is their goal. 

Who knows how to deal with these 
people? The world holds its breath 
everytime such a group asserts itself. 
Their demands carry such dminous 
pres that it is almost impossible to - 

. Yet we cannot alfow. . 
thea fo id a pistol at the head of 
society. Therefore the forceful actions 
that have-been used.to contain such 
activity are to be applauded. 

But why do these things happen? 
Why do these people try to force their 
warped values on the rest of us? Sure- 
ly, at the base of it all if the fact that 


Margaret Lackey 


State Mission 


Offering 


Geal: Each church will be encouraged to increase Margaret Lackey State 


Mission Offering in 1978 and 1979. 


Time: Season of Prayer for State Missions, September 10-13, 1978, September 


$12, 1979. 


Responsibility: WMU Council and Brotherhood Council; Church Council ap- 


proves goal 


Description: 1. Goals are set on a year-by-year basis; information about goals 
will be communicated to pastors in the summers of 1978 and 1979. 

2. Before setting goals, the WMU Council and Brotherhood Council should 
spend much time in prayer. Additional suggestions for setting goals are as 


follows: 


(a) Look at the church's giving pattern for the past five years. Discuss trends. 
This discussign might relate to the Cooperative Program giving also in order that 


a giving pattern may be established. 


(b) Determine héw to arrive at a bold goal before setting the dollar amount. 
Consider a bold percentage increase over last year’s goal or amount of actual 


offering. 


, depending upon which was greater. Promote a percentage increase. 


(c) Find out from the financial secretary the number of persons who have 
contributed to this offering in the past. As a bold goal, increase that number of 
contributors. Also find out the average gift made by church members to the 
offering. Set a bold increase in this amount. ; 

(d) Develop a well planned promotion plan. Prmote the offerings through the 
missions organizations as well as churchwide. . 

(d) Use the pulpit, Sunday School departments Training Union departments 
and other places to motivate persons to give sacrificially to these offerings. 


FMB Deliberate Priority Is 
Doubling Missionary Staff 


Among a number of Bold Mission 
Thrust priorities, the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board has, “very de- 
liberately”’ according to Keith Parks, 
director of the board's mission support 
division, ‘put as number one, a 160 
percent increase in the missionary 
staff by the end of the century.” 

Says Parks, “‘We see the career mis- 
sionary as demonstrating the incarna- 
tional — that to live among 
the people, to learn their language and 
culture, and communicate the gospel] 
within that context, is to be a generat- 


: ing influence that will help accomplish 


fy with va 
for working more effectively with 'v 
unteers. 

The FMB is projecting missionary 


they have not seen the Light of the 
World; they have not found the Peace 
that passes understanding. Therefore, 
how can there be ease in our Southern 
Baptist Zion as long as‘ these kinds of 
things are going on anywhere in the 
world? Somehow, someway, some- 
body has failed; and more than likely 
it is all of us. 

The world is too big; we can’t get to 
all of it, might be the reply. This is 
true, and always there will be those 
who will insist on trying to force 
everyone else into their line of de- 
viated reasoning. That must not deter 
us, however, from attempting to get 
our witness of the ot ipetk of galve: 


tial 8 Seer yels 


lenge that Bolt Mistic Mission thas i 


before us. hak wemvaistaataten se 
found trying just as intensely as we 
know how. 

This is not a hit or miss proposition, 
as most Southern Baptist projects 
would seem to be labeled by our ac- 
tions. We have no choice but to hit. 


Baptist 


Foundation 


And BMT 


By Harold Kitchings 


The Mississippi Baptist Foundation 
is excited about the Bold Mission 
Thrust for several reasons: 

We are committed to supporting and 
undergirding the work of the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention and the Con- 
vention Board in implementing the 
Great Commission. We conceive the 
Bold Mission thrust as a deeper com- 
mitment on the part of Mississippi 
Baptists toward the accomplishment 
of this goal. 

We believe the Bold Mission Thrust 
will afford us the opportunity for ex- 


panding the awareness of the ministry” 


of the Mississippi Baptist Foundation. 
Therefore, with boldriess we propose 
to proclaim with clarity what the pur- 
pose of the Mississippi Baptist Found- 
ation really is. 


beachheads in 125 countries by the end 
of the century — currently, they're in 
89. . 
They want to multiply tenfold the 
number of overseas churches with ac- 
companying increases in baptisms 
and church memberships. When this 

| was set there were more than 

,300 overseas churches. 

Other areas of Il concern in- 
clude work with youth of foreign coun- 
tries and in developing special 
strategies for evangelism in the large’ 
cities of the world. 

The medical program of the FMB 
should move into specialized medicine 
and lean toward preventive medicine 
with education as an aim. 

. “This is coupled,” says Parks, with 
a massive use of media — directed 
where missionaries cannot be located 
— into Chirla, Eastern Europe, and the 
Arab world. We are testing ways to do 


‘ # 


answer by turning your calculator up- 
side down. There are sections on 
Searching for Bible Characters; 


THE HOLY BIBLE IN THE LAN- 
GUAGE OF TODAY: AN AMERICAN 
TRANSLATION by William F. Beck 
(Holman, 339 pp., $8.95) The passion of 
the translator’s life was to make God's 
Word clear to everyone, to tell the gos- 
pel message in such‘a way that no one 
can fail to understand goal was 
“to have God talk to the rts of 
people in their language.” 


THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE by 
Myron and Mary Ben Maddén 


and above. “‘Now is the most exciting 
time in history to be alive — live it to 
the fullest.” they say. With first Myron 
writing a chapter, and then his wife, 
Mary Ben, throughout the book, the 
two talk about the middle years ~ a 
time to get in charge, win, heal, and 
live. They believe it is not selfish to 
begin then.to claim your own power. 
Myron is director of the of 
Pastoral Care at the Southern Baptist 
Hospital, New Orleans. 


DISCIPLINES OF THE BEAUTI- 
FUL WOMAN by: Anne Ortlund (Word 
Books, $4.95, 132 pp.) With charm and 
humor Anne Orthind helps women see 
how they can eliminate the unessential 
from their everyday lives and have 
more time and energy for what is 
really important. There are plenty of 
specific hints for managing a 
ane maintaining a functional 

wardrobe, organizing a desk, or keep- 
ing a personal notebook. And there are 
sections on prayer and the beauty of 
the inner woman. How you live your 
life before God, she says, is the real 
you. This is a book for every woman. 


house and the way we respond in the 

routines of life: eating, hosting, re- 

P , contemplating, working, 
ying, cleaning, can give us new in- 

sights to the eternal work of God. 


Faces Ana Places 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


I brought a pod of pepper home from 
Honduras and planted some of the 


\ seeds. Last summer I had a large 


green plant, but no peppers. I tended 
the plant through the winter, and this 
summer it was full of healthy red pep- 
pers. I was proud of my harvest. 

I can understand now how much 
Mama cares for her garden and how 
much she trusts me when she says, 
“Take this bucket and pick some peas. 
But be sure to take only the ones that 
are filled out."’ If 1 don’t follow her in- 
structions I can easily ruin her crop. 

Matthew pictures God as the Lord of 
the Harvest who trusts us humans to 
be His laborers. 

“Go. . and make disciples of all the 
nations. . . .”” These are Jesus’ instruc- 
tions. 

Somebody has said that opportunity 
is like a horse. It is not like Grandpa's 
old horse Maude that just plodded 
along, but like Uncle Wendell’s spi- 
rited beauties. It gallops up to you and 
stops for a moment. If you don’t get on 
quickly the creature will soon be gone 
and you will be left standing there lis- 
tening to the clattering hoofbeats fad- 
ing into the distance. 

If I fail to follow Jesus’ instructions 


witness for Him, 


and miss opportunities to be a bold 
then_I.run.the'risk,. 


young university predns from india 
and a kindergarten teacher from Pen- 
sacola and I meet in a laundry room in 
London? I believe it was. Joan and I 
had loaded a machine with clothes 
when we discovered we had no laundry 


bY 


soap. 

With a friendly smile, dark-eyed 
Samar offered us the rest of his box of 
washing powder. 

} wanted to say ‘‘Thank you. Now we 
have something to offer you — some- 
thing far more important than soap.’ 
It must have been Satan who whis- 
pered to me, “Mind your own business. 
This fellow said he’s a Hindu. He has a 
right to believe whatever he likes.” 
It’s a lot easier sometimes to write 
about your faith than it is to talk about 
it. 

But Joan knows the meaning of 
lifestyle evangelism. Talking about 
Jesus and His love is as natural to her 
as breathing. The young man listened 
eagerly as she talked. He asked ques- 
tions ‘until our washing was finished, 
and then he wanted to know where we 
lived so he could see us again and con- 
tinue the conversation. 

Hardly a night passed after that, all 
summer, that we did not spend at least 
a few minutes talking to him, no mat- 
ter how late. He cooked supper for us 
one night, and served us chicken cur- 
ry. When we were catching the boat 
train to cross the English channel, he 
carried our heavy suitcases on the 
subway from gesagt to Victoria 
Station, And he or sepencee Iatine 
of hearing more t Ji 


Pept He 
“sumer es aat a that one day God 


wal atid arene ea ek 


God is Lord of the harvest and He 
has trusted me with it. If I follow his 
instructions, I can be sure He will give 
me the strength and the equipment to 
do whatever my part is. 


Bold Mission Thrust — 
Dream Or Reality? 


By John Alexander, Director 


Stewardship Department 

The theme of the day is BOLD MIS- 
SION THRUST. If this theme is to be- 
come an experience, the churches, all 
the churches must become involved. 

They must become involved becausg 
it was to his churches Christ gave the 
Great Commission. Paul systematized 
this major responsibility of the 
churches and called on them to give 
their generous response. The churches 
must pray for missions and mis- 
~sionaries. The churches must keep the 
challenge for volunteers for missions 
before the membership. The churches 
must collect and send the money 
Necessary to uniderwrite’a world mis- 
sion outreach. ~ 

The churches will never rise above 
the commitment to missions in the 
heart of the pastor. A pastor can com- 
pletely ignore the call of missions. 


Parks emphasizes two critical as- 
of the FMB’s involvement in 

Bold Mission Thrust — the career 
commitment and the financial back- 


“We're not just playing games,” 
says Parks. The Bold M Thrust 
ne is “‘not just a Linens) poe 2 
only question is Southern 
Baptists will take their resources and 
commit them to the Bold Mission 
Thrust that’s laid out for them.” 
In addition, says Parks, as — 
on willing to commit r 
pers overseas and of persone wil 
to pray out these folks once they 


‘If we as Baptists are willing to tell 
the world about Christ, it's going to 
take people willing to give their lives to 
do it,” says Parks. “And unless our 
finances. are increasing enough to 
offset inflation, there's no way we can 


When this is the case there is little, if 
any, response on the part of the 
church. 

This writer, having served as pastor 
for 17 years, is convinced many of his 
brethren in the ministry will not study 
or on missions for fear of what 
it might lead to, a call to give one’s life 
in the mission enterprise. Like Jonah 
of old, he embarks on a ship going in 
another direction from the presence of 
the Lord. It takes a major confronta- 
tion with God to get the attention of 
some of his servants. 

The knowledge, of and commitment 
to missions, the main business of a 
church, remains on the back burner 
only because the pastor is willing for it 
to be so. Our only hope for world-wide 
witness in our time is in the fact that 
God still controls and uses the storms 
of life to get the attention of his reluc- 
tant prophets. 

Baptist people, because of their love 


of the Word of God, have a weakness: 


for missions. They need someone, 
however, to teach and inspire them to 
respond to their innate feelings. 

Another reason some Baptists are 
turned off to missions was identified 
by Jesus when he said, “And he that 
was sown among the thorns, this is he 
that heareth the word; and the care of 
the world (present age), and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches, choke the word, 
and he becometh unfruitful” Matt. 
13:22). 

Jesus is discussing the word of the 
kingdom, that inner communication 
between the King of heaven and the 
hearts of the members of the kingdom. 
It is that still small voice that those 
outside the kingdom do not recognize 


or understand. - 
Fruitlessness\ig due to one’s over- 

involvement in the pressures and pur- 

suits of the present age and the fallaci- 


knows exactly what I am talking 
ie would cost too much to lay 
business or profes- 
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you to do: This is why in one mission 
agency alone there are over 1300 un- 
answered calls for men with preacher 
training and experience. A lot of us are 
deliberately not listening. Must we, 
like Jonah, take a trip to Tarshish be- 
we are willing to remember the 
rd and pay that which we have 
vowed? 

The greatest thing a pastor can do 
for his church is tie it to an effort to 
share its faith with the rest of the 
world. It breathes new life into a 
dreary congregation. It helps a church 
to realize it is actually being the 
church, following the mandate of the 
Master, giving itself to something that 
will not pass away. Without the regu- 
lar exercise of mission involvement, 
the church's muscles become flabby 
and the body is susceptible to all kinds 
of spiritual illness. 

Before BOLD MISSION THRUST 
gets off the ground, the pastors of our 
churches..will first get on their knees 
and lead their churches to follow them. 
As it has been, so it must be: “Now 
when they beheld the boldness of Peter 
and John, and had perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, 

they marvelled; and they took know- 
ledpuet them, that they had been with 
— .. But Peter and John answered 
( ae, 


together ; 
with the Holy 
WORD OF GOD WITH BOLDNESS” 


